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The 1'resident took the Choir at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Day.
Debate resumed from 2nd August.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (Kast) [+38]: Weo
are entering upon another session of Par-
liament and it is pleasing to note that the

clouds of depression are gradually dis-
appuearing.  Unfortunately, while that may

he so among private coterprise, 1t cannot
Dbe said of the Government’s ramifications.
In this respect things do not appear to be
too biight, and the Lieutenant-Governor’s
opening speceh was a most doleful docu-
ment, fuil of despair. The Speech was very
depressing to visitors, and the only bhright-
ness in it were the references—for which
the Government no doubt claim credit—to
certain improvements that have occurred in
various avenues. Those improvements have
heen brought about by inereased confidence
on the part of private enterprize, who have
loosened their purse strings tremendously
doring the past 12 months. Yet the Gov-
ernment have not given those people very
much encouragement. First of all they
started off with the Emergency Tax Act, an
Act against which the present Government,
when in opposition, could not say too
much. Thev then gave a distinet promise
that if they were returned to power the
legislation would not he re-enacted, How-
ever, on comine into office, they not only
re-enacted it, hut thev introduced a rate
almost double the previous rate. Thus they
have taken an enormouns amount of money
from private enterprise and other persons.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And from the
workers as well.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, the workers
as well. Private enterprise would have made
good use of that monev, not only in the
expansion of industry, but in the lifting
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of a lot of men off the unemployment list
and introducing what is necessary to carry
on the State, namely revenue. It is a great
pity that emergency tax, if broughi in ag
all, should have been brought in at s¢ high
a rate. Again, the Government deleted Part
V. of the emergency measure, a part which
had previously done good service; the Gov-
ernment wiped it out of the Act altogether,
and as a result, many industries have suf-
fered eonsiderably, including one which the
Government  themselves are  carrying,
namely, the Wyndham Meatworks. This
action will mean an increase of no less than
£0,000 or £10,000 to the operating expenses
of those works. Tt is a colossal sum to im-
pose on an industry which is not meeting
mterest, which amounts to £66,000 per an-
num. The removat of Part V. from the
Act places an impost, not only on the
Wyndham Meatworks as a department, but
also on the cattle supplied.

Hon. . W. Miles: The cattle-growers
have to meet that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER. They do, but
under the agreement the eattle-growers re-

‘ceive 90 per cent. of any surplus over and

ahove operating expenses.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
that amount to?

Houn. C. F. BAXTER: Last year it
amounted to Gs. per head, the cattle-
growers receiving £2 11s. per head for their
stock. Six shillings from that amount
leaves only £2 5s. per head, and every one
interested knows that it is not possible for
a cattle-grower to put a four-year-old beast
on to the market or inte the Wyndbam
Meatworks for less than £4 per head, if
he is to clear expenses.

Hon. C. B. Williams: How are they going
to get out of it?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Unfortunately,
the Government also are in it, for they have
several stations, on which £30,000 has heen
advanced. There are other instifutions that
have had to find money, and the guestion
is how long are the taxpayers going to sit
hack and furnish £66,000 for interest, plus
a rertain amount lost in  operating ex-
penses? I hope to see the season more suec-
ceseful than the last one, althouzh it does
not look like it at present. How long is
private enterprice going to put money into
something which is not only returning no
interest. but is failing to pay back the
capital?

How much does
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Hon. C. B. Williams: It is the poor
farmers who are the mugs.

Hon. ¢. T. BAXTER:
we are producing gold, which is a
godsend to the State. On Thursday
the unsophisticated membher of the
Chamber, as T may eall him, Mr. Fraser,
allowed himeelf to be carried away by the
platitudes in the Speech, and gave unstinted
praise to the Government and more parti-
cularly to the Minister for Employment.
Even hardened members of the House were
moving nneasily in their seats while he was
making his speech.  Amongst those who
attended the opening of Parliament last week
were many people who can be looked npon
as eaptains of industry. They have rendered
wonderful assistance during the current
crisis, and by their enterprise have given
employment to thousands and relieved the
position generally. Loud praise such as that
given by Mr. Fraser is out of place at pre-
sent, and is certainly not warranted in the
case of the Mimster for Employment. Be-
fore the last elections a good deal was said
about the necessity for the appointment of*
a whole-time Minister for Emplovment. It
was stated that if the Labour Party wera
returned to power they would appoint such
a Minister. Members of the Ministry of that
day told the electors there was no need for
sueh a special appointment, and that such
a Minister could be of no use. There would
be nothing for him to do hecause he would
be overlapping the duties of other Ministers.
Very soon after assuming office Mr. I{en-
neally found himself with nothing to do, as
was apparent to everyone. I congratulate
him on the way he found a way out of the
difficulty, the avenue he chose bheing that
of hoosting loeal produetion. It is a good
thing to encourage local production. To
assist him in this he also appointed a huge
committee, a handy organisation to have in
existence to fake the blame for this, that and
the other. He also found it necessary to in-
spect all small factories to see how they were
worked. His title should in fact be altered

Fo-tunately,

to that of superintendent of factories. We
cannot expect much from work of that
nature or from the campaign itself. No

person will purchase an article merely be-
cause it is made in Western Australia if it
is not suited fo his purpose. No one’s
lovalty extends to paying shillings more for
an article, hecause it is locally made, than

an imported article wonld cost. The Gov-
etnment found themselves in the same posi-
tion. They wanted 10,000 water meters. It
would have been a sound proposition if the
meters could have been purchased in West-
ern Australia, but the Government were
obliged to o outside for their requirements.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They gave the work
to another State.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, to an English
firm. I commend the Government for what
thev did in this matter.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They bought the
meters outside the State.

Hon. ¢. F. BAXTER: The Government
wanted the meters at a reasonable price and
were foreed to make the purchase outside
the State. That kind of thing will frequently
ovcur. We must not go too far in the direc-
tion of supporting loeal industry in eases of
that kind. No doubt Mr. Kenneally is deing
good work, but it is only work that could
be done by an officer in receipt of £6 a week.
[ admit such an officer could not fill in his
time by making frequent trips to the East-
ern States, as Mr. Kenneally has done,
attending labomr eonferences. When a
persen  heeomes  a  Minister of the
Crown he owes allegiance to the Gov-
ernment, Mr. Kenneally is holding a
dual pesition, and eannot satisfactorily work
both. He is also president of the Austra-
lian Labour Federation, a political faction.

Hon. €. B. Williams: There is no ques-
tion ahout that.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: One position will
not fit in with another.  Mr. Kenneally
should weigh up the whole thing and see just
where he stands. He should then forego
whichever position seems to have least elaim
upon him. If he does not do that serious
trouble may oecur, for he cannot be loyal
to both bodies.

-Hon. C. B. Williams: In other words vou
mean he will not do justice to the working
class moverment. Is that what you mean?
He represents that movement.

The PRESIDENT: I would remind the
hon. member that Mr. Baxter is addressing
the Chair.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He had stopped
speaking when I interjected.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The hon. member
is only helpful. There has been a wonderful
improvement in the employment figures,
and it is well to remember the enormous
extent to which private enterprise has con-
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tributed to this improvement. It would be
interesting 1o get the figures showing the
ingrease ot employment in the huilding
trude. A tremendous amount of building
is going on to-day. The architects are all
Dbusy, and other people associated with that
business are also well oceupied. 'The saw
mills, the brickworks, the quarries, the
steel and iron works, the glaziers, and other
artisans are all getting employment now,
This has been of wonderful assistance ali
round. [ estimate that in the sawmilling
industry alone an additional 600 men have
been taken into employment. That is a
large number for one industry alone.
Until recently most of the sawmills were
working only part-time, but they are now
working full time, Tt is very gratitving to
know that, beranse when men are in em-
ployment  they ereate employment for
others. All this expansion leads to an im-
provement in the general situation. Refer-
ence was made in the Speech to the finan-
cial situation. We are told that it iz still
extremely grave. Wi all agree with that.
Because of the additional monevs that have
been received during the past financial
year there should have been a greater im-
provement in regard to the deficit. A huge
expenditure was incurred during the pre-
vious six years of the Labour administra-
tion, the loan expenditure alone amounting
to £25,000,000. The revenue was also very
buoyant at the time, and there was plenty
of industrial activity. I do not think the
present Government realise that eifeum-
stanees have nltered, and that we are
in the throes of bad times, otherwise
they would not be proceeding along the
lines they followed before. The £25,000,000
15 not returning more than one per cent.
interest. That is no good to the Siate.
People may rejoice over the latest loan of
£3,000,000, but it is only another means
of adding to the public debt. The point is
whether that money will be expended so as
Lo bring in reasonable interest, in which
case one wonld not raise any ohjection.

Flon. C. B. Williams: Do not you think
that will be the case?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Tt has not been w0
in the past. Tf the Government keep on
horrowing millions and using the money on
works that do not return interest, we shall
soon find that we will need all we can pro-
duece to meet the interest bill. We shall
then he worse off than ever. A few yvears

ago the Australian States agreed to follow
the Premiers’ Plan, 1t was thought that
by such means we would gradually work
out our own salvation. For the first vear
or two it seemed that everything was going
along well towards that end, but in the last
two vears there has been no suggestion of
an improvement, and gradually we have be-
come worse off. Last vear's deficit was
£780,000—£40,000 ahove the estimate, There
should have been a decided improvement.
We should have had nothing like that defieit
considering the amount of money the (Gov-
ernment have had to spend. They have
Caited in their duty in not urriving at a
lower deficit. In 1932-1933 the last year
of the Mitehell (overnment’s regime, the
loan  money  available amounted to
£1.855,000, In the following year, the first
of the Collier regune, the loan woney
available amounted te £2,750,000.  This
vear the loan money allocated amounts
to £3.200.000, out of which £130,000 is al-
located for increasing the plant at the power

honse. In addition te extra loan funds the
Collier Government had the advantace
last vear of £795.000 more than the

Mitehell Government had to expend in
their last vear of office. The Colliev Gov-
ernment received £210,000 more last vear
fram the financial emergency tax than did
the Mitehell Government in their last year.
The figures are colossal.

Hon. . W. Miles: Do not forget the
Covermment gave back to the civil servants
£115,000.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: When the Finan-
cial Emergeney Bill eame before this Cham-
ber. the Government gave an assurance
that for the whole 12 months it would not
vield more than £400,000. Members will
recolleet the ridicule that was heaped upon
ire when I estimated a figure far in excess
of that. I had an amendment on the
Xotiee Paper providing for a range of tax
from 2d. to 7d. Ministers said that was
ridiculous and the eivil servants said the
same. Had the Chamber supported me, the
Government wounld not have had so much
taxation revenue as has actually heen col-
leeted. T alzo pointed out at the time that
the men on the basic wage, as it was then,
would not he free from taxation for veryv
lona. T said that everythine pointed to a
+ise¢ in the hasie wage and to nembers of the
men being brought within the seope of the
emergency tax, thus vielding a considerable
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increase in revenue to the Government.
That is preciselv what has happened. It is
safe to say that for the next 12 months the
tax will yield the colosszal sum of £600,000.
That is an enormons amount of monev to
take out of the pockets of the people. The
community generally ean expend such a sum
of money to much hefter advantage than
can any Government. As a matter of fact,
private enterprise ean make a pound go
twice as far as c¢an any Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You should have got
rid of some ‘of the trading concerns while
you had the opportunity to do so.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I have no doubt
I could have done so by practically giving
them away, and the Government with which
I was associated had no intention of doing
that. There are still six months to go and
members will find that close on £300,000
will come from that tax. The tax will come
up for review during the present session
and it will be interesting to see what the
opinions of hon. members will be.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane: They will reduce
it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Ii will be interest-
ing to see whether they will or not. The
amount collected by the Mitchell Govern-
ment when the tax was %id. was £202,000
over a period of seven months, whilst: the
existing tax has yielded over a similar
period no less a sum than £412000. One
has to remember that the collection of so
much money by such a tax means retarding
our recovery, because the more money we
leave in the control of private enterprise,
the sooner shall we get out of our difficulties.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We are taxed to a
lower extent in this State than are the people
in the Bastern States.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Surely the hon,
member realises that Western Australia is
a pioneering State, that it has very few
secondary industries, and that therefore we
cannot carry taxzation fo the same extent
as can the other States.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Reduce the deficit and
it will be all right.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T was pleased io
note that Mr. MeCallum, the Minister for
Works, on returning from a meeting of the
Loan Council in Melbourne, said that loan
money wounld be spent where it would re-
turn interest. I sincerely hope that the Gov-
ernment will carry out that policy. There

are not many avenues in which money can
be spent so that it will return satisfactory
interest, but I do hope the Government will
he able to find them. When the Leader of
the House is replying, I should like him to
tell us in what direetion loan money has
been spent In recent vears, and the interest
it is returning. This is information that the
House should have.  Probably it will be
fairly lengthy and it may he advisable to
have a return prepared and laid on the
Table. It would also be interesting to know
what works the (overnment have in view
at the present time and on whieh it is pro-
posed to spend the £3,000,000 to be raised
by way of loan this year, and, further, what
interest it is expected will be retarned as a
result of that expenditure. I notice in the
Governor’s Speech there is a reference to
gold mining. The output of gold at the pre-
sent time iz proving a real God-send. The
Minister for Mines set out with a laudable
scheme of sending men out to prospeet for
gold, and I hope it has met with a degred
of suceess.
Hon. G. W. Miles: It has,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No one knows
whether it has been suceessful or not, and
it would be interesting to have the informa-
tion. I should like the Leader of the Housé
to tell us the number of men sent out and
the total expenditure, the information to in-
clude what was spent on sustenance, tools,
transport, etc., and, further, the amount
that has been repaid as a result of the gold
won. I notice also in the Speech that there
is a short reference to the wheat gquestion.
This has been all-important to Australia
and at last the Federal Government have
taken a serious view and have promised to
assist the wheatgrowers. Unfortunately, I
am afraid their sssistance will not exterd
very far because at the present time the
price of wheat is 3s. a bushel and it looks
as if the opening price of the season will
be well over that figure,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane:
joice at that.

Hon, €. F. BAXTER: The Federal Gov-
ernment have been considering the question
of assistance for over four years, and during
that {ime many farmers have become im-
poverished, while others have been forced
off their holdings.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about the six mil-
lions they did give?

We should re-
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Hon. C. . BAXTER: They propose now
to zo to the assistance of the farmers when
it is too late.

Hon. G. W. MMiies: You are making an
electioneering speech now.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: Nof at all; T am
not concerned about the elections.  Whilst
a few farmers will benefit by the increased
price of wheat, judging by the remarks I
heard in the country last week, many are
still looking for that £100,000 promised them
by the State Government to help them
through. It is close on 18 meonths since
that promise wag made by the present
Premier and the farmers are still harping
on it and are looking forward to receiving
it. Reverting again to the expenditure
of loan mouev, the only avenues from
which we might expect reasonable n-
terest are the extension of water services
in country towns, and the construction of
sewerage works, which are so necessary for
the maintenance of the health of the com-
munity.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We should remove the
septic tanks from the riverside at East
Perth.

Hen. C. F. BAXTER: It is interesting
to peruse the fizures regarding unemploy-
ment throughout the Commonwealth and to
make comparisons between the various
States. The figures are these:—

30th June, 1932,

Per cent.

New South Wales .. .. 322
Vietoria . .. .. 277
Queensland . 19.9
South Australia 35.2
Tasmania 274
Western Austraha 303
Australian average . .. 30

30th June, 1933,

Per cent.

New South Wales e .. 25

Vietoria . ‘e .. 18

Queensland 12.7
South Australia .. .. .. 254
Tasmania .. .. 179
Western Austraha 18.3
Australian average 209

Thus we find that the average for Western
Australia is slightly below that of the Com-
monwealth. After all, we are not in such a
very bad way.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
ing the Minister?

Are you congratulat-

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Neo, because pri-
vate enterprise has Dbeen responsible to a
considerable extent for the reduction in un-
emnlayment.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It shows the confidence
thex have in the Government.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is another
matter to which I wish to refer and that is
an appointment made to the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust a iittle while back and to which
I take strong exception. There iz no one
in the State I hold in higher esteem than Mr.
Angwin who received the appointment. I
doubt whether there is anyone who ean say
anything but good of that gentleman. He
is sineere, conscientious, thoroughly reliable
and a very hard worker. Some years ago
the farming section of the community had
a representative on the Harbour Trust,
though it was recognised that any particu-
lar industry had no right to representation.
8till, it becawe the custom to see that vari-
ous interests were represented, and that cus-
tom might have been continued with advan-
tage. When I became a member of Min-
istry some years ago, the Fremantle Har-
bour Trost was under my control, and
amongst its members was one who indirectly
represented the lumpers. The time came for
the retirement of the members of the Trust
through effluxion of time, and strong pres-
sure was brought to bear by other sections
of the community to replace the lumpers’
representative by one to watch the interests
of a different section. I refused to agree
to the proposal because I held the opinion
that those who were engaged on the wharf
were entitled to representation on the Trust.
The moment the farmers of the State lost
their representative on the Trust, advan-
tage was taken of that by the present Gov-
ernment t¢ appoint one of their own people.
That, I claim, is wrong and it was the policy
that I refused to countenance.

Hon, J. Cornpell: Surely & man who, for
four years, was a Minister of the Crown
would be capable of doing the job?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but he is not
representing the farmers of the State. In
spite of all the pressure that was brought
to bear upon me, I kept the representative
of the Jumpers on the Trust, even
though he was not in any way associ-
ated with the farming iodusiry. T
did what I thought was right. I also
wish to direet attention to the fact
that Government money is being expended
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on city improvements. 1 refer to the
beautification of the harbour.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do you call the river
a harbour?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I should have said
river; I hope the river will never he opened
up to make a harbonr of it. The work of
beautifiecation includes the reclaiming of an
island and the constinetion of a drive along
the river banks. Sueh work is undertaken
for the benefit of the City of Perth; it is
not a State or a national work. TIf heautifi-
cation work of the kind is desired, the cost
should be borne by the ratepayvers of the
metropolitan avea and not by the people of
the State as a whole.

Hon. E. H. Gray: What about the coun-
try people enjoying those improvements?

Hon. C, F. BAXTER: The hon. member
has taken the narrow view that he always
takes: Let me remind him that the people of
the couniry have to find the money with
which to heautify their own surrcundings.
The residents of the metropolis should not
have the beneflt of Government money for
improving the river; the expense should be
borne by the ratepayers of the metropolis.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Have the ratepavers
control of the river?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: They have eontrol
of the foreshore. The drive is being con-
structed at the expense of all the people. T
ean understand the hon. member, vepresent-
ing ns he does 1 metropolitan province, tak-
ing exception to my remark, because his con-
stituents will benefit by the work. Legisla-
tion is to be introduced to deal with the
Agricultural Bank. I bave read a portion of
the Roval Commission’s report on the Agri-
cultural Bank. Doubtless there will be op-
portunity to diseuss the report at a later
stage.

Hon. V. Hamersgley: Will there be an op-
portunity to discuss it?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: As legislation is to
be introduced, naturally opportunity will he
afforded to discuss the matter. The criticism
levelled at the hank is unfair in many
respects. That a reorganisation of the in-
stitution may be necessary I do not dispute
but it should e reinembered that the Agri-
eultural Bank is not an institution thai can
be rrn on the same lines as one of the trad-
ing bhanka.

Haon. J. M. Maefarlane: The Commizsion
sugeest the appoinbiment of a hoard.

Hon, C. F. BANTER: Would the hon.
member destroy the uzefuiness of the institu-

tion? The Agricultnral Bank has been of
wonderlul service to the State. Mueh blame
has been laid upon the executive officers by
the Commission, whereas the blame vests
with Parliament and the various Govern-
ments,

Hon, . W, Miles: Quite right.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : Time and time
again the officials of the hank have opposed
the expenditure of wmonev in various direc-
tions, but have been overruled. They have
been compelled to carry out the divections of
Parliament and of Governments, and have
even been worried hy individual members of
Parliament. The trustees have been placed
in an unfortunate position,

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon. members
will have an opportunity later to reply to
Myr. Baxter’s speech.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Why lay ihe whole
of the blame on the officers of the bank?

Hon. E. H, Gray: It is uunfair.

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: I hope that
Government will afford the oflicers of
bank a certain amount of protection, fur
they have been harshly dealt with by the
Commission and are being harshly spoken of
by the general public. 'We are told that the
bank has incurred a tremendous loss. That
may be so, but do complainants consider the
heavy fall in land values, which has so in-
jured securities? Just when we were passing
through a crisis, the Government appointed
a Roxal Commission. If inquiry were mads
into the affairs of many other institutions, it
would be found that their seeurities warc in
an equally bad position. But those things
will right themselves. We in this State have
reached the point of harvesting over
50,000,000 bushels of wheat, and I am satis-
fied that, but tor the Agricultural Bank, this
State would be growing no more lthan
30,000,000 buzhels, if that.

the

the

Hon. 1. M. Macfarlane: But it wounld he
producing that quantity nander a  sound
policy.

Hon, C. I*. BAXTER: This State st
produce wheat for export.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Even if it costs Ts.
a hushel.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER . Consider 1he
enormous amount of developnaent thar has
heen marde possible-—development extending
from Northampton to the other =ide of
Esperance.

ITon. J. M. Macfarloue: The development
waa too rapid.
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Hon. C. F, BAXTER: Immense tracts
of country have heen brought under eulti-
vation, which constitutes a valuable asset
to the State. With the improvement in
farming conditions, 1 look to the time, and
very soon too, when we shall be producing
70.000,000 or 50:4100,000 bLushels.

Hon. C. B. Williams: God help the poor
mugs who grow ig!

Hon. C. F. BANXTER: I do nct agree
with the hon, memher’s sentiment. During
the last fwo years I have said to farmers
who were threatening to grow no mu.re
wheat, “Keep on, the day will come, and
soon too, when wheat prices will recover.”
Wheat iz a staple article of diet and pr.c.s
must recover. Other couniries have pro-
vided millions of money with the object of
growing wheat within their own borders,
but they cannot afford to econtinue that
poliey. The taxpayers of rthose couni.ies
will not stand it. Many countries that a e
growing wheat could turn the'r land to bet-
ter use.

Hon, J. Cornell: What do vou think of
the Commission’s report on wheatgrowing
in South Provinee?

fHon, C. F. BAXTER: Tn reading the
report, I have not ve! rzached that s:awe.
There is a fair amount of reading in ihe
report, and much of it is unpleasaut.

Hon. J. Cornell: The members of the
Commission have outdone Egegleston & Co.
easily.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I admit that mis-
takes, and bad mistakes have been made,
but we should not condemn everybody be-
cause of that, Wonderful development
has heen brought about in this State and
the credit for that helongs to the Agrieul-
tural Bank. Oiher financial institutions have
certainly given valnable service, but they
could not apply their deposits as the funds
of the Agricultural Bank have been ap-
plied. When the Agrienltural Bank hkad
built up a security, other institutions tcok
it over, and thus rendered u=seful service
by taking clients off the hands of the Agri-
caltural Bank and enabling that institution
to use its funds in other directions. Devel-
opment may have heen carried inte distriets
that do not appear to bhe sound, but fhat
has vet to he proved. Difficulties exist, but
they will be overcome. I believe, by the
scientists.  In some parts of the State there
are belts of country that produce wonderful
¢rops, while in ofher parts only lizht crops
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can be raised, but all the eountry ean be
turned to good acecount. We shouw'd not
roundly econdemn the hank and all con-
cerned with it without admitting the bene-
fieial work it has performed. What canses
me concern i3 that the report is net likely to
do the State any good.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do not you think.
that the taxpavers kave had the dust thrown
in their eves lany encurh and that it is
fime thex knew the true position?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I think the tax-
pavers know fthe position, Anvhow, the
hon. memher has occupied a seat in Parlia-
ment long enough.

Hon, G, W, Miles: And T have pointed
out the position, too.

Hon. G B. Williams: And do not forget
the Wyndham Meatworks.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: 1 could say sone-
thing about the Wyndham Meat Works
also. Both activities are necessary to this
community. The Speech mentions that an
amendment of the Constitution Aet s to
be introduced. We do not know the scope
of the measure, but I hope it will be along
the lines I indicated in thiz ouse last ses-
sion, The Constitution has not been
amended for many years, and the alteration
in State aetivities has been such that we
are operating under conditions that should
not obtain. Tt is necessary that that matter
be remredic:l, and [ hope that is what the
propozed Bill portends. A seetion of the
Flectoral Aet iz to he amended, and if its
object is to improve the system of postal
voting, it will be appreciated by many
people.  As there will be opportunities to
speak at length later on. I do not propose
to occupy further time now. I hope that
during the current year the improvement
that has heen noticeable during the last 12
or 18 months will continue. The wheat
position has improved to such an extent
that growers should mow he able to show
a profit. Wheatgrowing is one of our most
important industries hecause it creates so
mueh labour, puts so much money into cir-
eulation and provides such a large margin
for export which, in tnrn, means bringing
wealth into the eountry.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You have not said
much to-day about the poor farmers!

Hen. C. F. BAXTER: The wheat posi-

tion is ecertainly more heartening than it
kas been for three vears. 1 hope the pre-
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senf indications of improvement will con-
tinne, and that at the opening of mnext
session we shall find the outlook much
brighter than it is at present. Y support
the motion.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjorned of 5.30 pan.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MOTION PICTURES, DIS-
TRIBUTORS' RESTRICTIONS.

Mr. MOLONEY asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to the clause
in the agreement hetween the distributors
and exhibitors of motion pictures operating
in Western Australia setting out that no piec-
ture shall be shown exeept at an admission
price specified by the distributors? 2, If
50, could he aseertain from the Crown Law
Department the legal position of the distri-
butors in inserting such restrietive clauses

in the agreement? 3, Has his attention heen
drawn to recent legislation in New Zealand
which has had the effect of prohibiting re-
strictions imposed by the distributors on the
exhibitors?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
matter is receiving consideration. 3, Yes.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
Carting Subsidy.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: 1, In
order to give farmers concerned some heart
to carry on fallowing operations, do the
Government intend again to pay the wheat
carting bonus in those districts in which it
was paid last year? 2, Will the payment be
on the same scale as last year?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,
matter will receive consideration.

The

Wheatgrowers' Relief Act.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What amount was reeeived by, or
will he made available to the State Govern-
ment from the Commonwealth Government
under the Wheatgrowers’ Relief Act, 19337
2, What amount has been distributed to
wheatgrowers? 3, At what rate per acre
were payments made? 4, Were all partici-
pants paid on a like basis? 5, If not, what
were the different rates paid, and why the
differentiation? G, What amount has been
retained for further assistanee to necessitous
cases? 7, Is such assistance, if any, to be
confined to clients of the Agricultural Bank?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, £639,493 is available under the Wheat
Growers’ Relief Act, 1933. 2, Distributed
to 21st July, 1934, £447,728. 3, A prelimin-
ary advance was made at the rate of 3s. per
acre, hut in July instructions were issued
to pay an additional 6d., making in all a
total bounty of Js. 6d. 4, Yes, 3, See No.
4. 6, Approximately £65,000. 7, No.

QUESTIONS (3)—RAILWAYS.

Footwarmers,

My, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: Will he take steps to have foot-
warmers placed in railway carriages on long-
distance country trains during the winter
months?



